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CIA Reveals a Plan to 
Murder Soviet Defector 


Washington 

The CIA considered killing or com- 
mitting “to a loony bin” a Soviet 
intelligence agent who defected to the 
United States and provided false infor- 
mation about Lee Harvey Oswald, a CIA 
spokesman revealed yesterday. 

The Soviet KGB agent was Yuri 
Nosenko, whom the CIA kept in solitary 
confinement in a tiny “vault” for almost 
3% years after he defected to the United 
States in February, 1964. 

Nosenko was suspected of being 
planted by the Russians to spread 
“misinformation” when he at first re- 
ported the KGB had not been interested 
in Oswald while he was in the Soviet 
Union. 

Later, in testimony regarded as 
more accurate, Nosenko said that the 
KGB kept Oswald under surveillance 
from the time he arrived in 1959 until he 
left in 1962, and that two psychiatrists 
who examined Oswald after he attempt- 
ed suicide there concluded he was 
“mentally unstable.” 

Nosenko defected two months after 
Oswald shot President John F. Kennedy 
Nov. 22, 1963, and there were fears, in 
view ol Oswald’s own defection to the 
Soviet Union, of possible Russian in- 
volvement. 


John Limond Hart, a retired CIA 
veteran recalled to duty as a spokesman, 
testified on Nosenko before a public 
hearing of the House assassinations 
committee that has been investigating 
the Kennedy murder for two years. 

The CIA’s “hostile interrogations” of 
Nosenko were “counter-productive . . . 
and created a lot of misinformation” 
from 1963 until 1967, Hart testified. 

The deputy chief of the CIA’s Soviet 
section, Hart said, was under pressure to 
resolve the Nosenko case in 1966. In a 
penciled memo, the deputy chief wrote 
that the objective was “to liquidate and, 
insofar as possible, to clean up traces of a 
situation in which the CIA could be 
accused of illegally holding Nosenko.” 

Among a number of “alternatives” 
listed were: 


“5— Liquidate the man. 

“6 — Render him incapable of giving 
coherent story (special dose of drug etc.) 
possible aim, commit to loony bin.” 

“7 — Commitment to loony bin, with 
or without making nuts.” 

Nosenko finally convinced the CIA 
he was a bona fide defector and he was 
released after 1277 days in solitary 
confinement. The CIA then hired him as 
a consultant and he now is paid $38,325 a 
year, Hart said. imp ™ 



